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How long have you been a member of AFPCCC? 
I joined in 2010. 

How did you learn about AFP? 
One of my colleagues told me about AFP and that belonging to 
the local chapter of AFP would be a great way to connect to the 
nonprofit community in the Sacramento Region. Lots of energy 
in the group and good vibes from the members.  And… I agree! 

Why did you join AFP? 
I joined because after attending my first AFP education 
luncheon, I felt very welcome. I had just returned to Sacramento 
to live here full time after working in Southern California for 
almost five years. AFP seemed like a perfect way to sharpen my 
skills in development/fundraising and establish roots in the 
Sacramento nonprofit community; something I had not done 
previously in my career. 

Guess what? Networking and staying involved pays off! A Board member from the organization where I 
work now, announced an opening for my job at one of the AFP luncheons. And I found my current position 
because of my involvement with AFP! 

What do you do related to fundraising?  
Since 2011,  I have been the Executive Director of HomeAid Sacramento. We are a very small charity with 
ties to the homebuilding industry  – I like to call HomeAid a “boutique” nonprofit with a very discrete 
mission. We build dignified housing for nonprofit shelter providers where the homeless can rebuild their 
lives.  And up until this January, I have been the only full time employee – I was doing it all for the 
organization - supporting the work of our volunteer leadership in development  fundraising, events and 
charitable giving.  

Right after I joined AFP, I volunteered to serve on our Education Committee and to help with National 
Philanthropy Day. This year, I began serving my first term on the AFP Board of Directors. Giving back to 
this profession and sharing what I have learned over the years with others is very important to me so much 
so that I  have volunteered to begin our chapter’s mentoring program again. Stay tuned for updates on our 
plans! 

What advice do you have for other businesses that wish to partners with nonprofits? 
Nonprofits play a vital role in our community. For those businesses that have a focus on making an impact 
by giving back to the community: I recommend finding an organization (or more than one) whose mission 



resonates with the passion of your team. Meet with the staff and or representatives from their board of 
directors, find out what opportunities they have to offer.  
 
Then role up your sleeves! While financial support is always welcome, there are numerous was to give 
back.  Partnerships with nonprofits can take many forms: volunteering, making in-kind contributions, 
donations of goods and/or services even to help open doors with other businesses, nonprofits or 
volunteers.  

Please share a meaningful experience you enjoyed while serving on the board and/or partnering 
with fundraisers about AFP?  

I have had many meaningful experiences during the course of my connections with AFP. Volunteering 
along side other AFP members has been enriching both professionally and personally. The caliber of 
individuals I have met through AFP is top notch.  

And I would also say that attending the AFP conference in Baltimore last year great! Attending the AFP 
conference was a benchmark for me. The sessions were jammed packed with content, professional 
development opportunities PLUS I had a great time at our chapter’s happy hour.  I recommend attending 
the national conference on philanthropy at least once. It will be in San Francisco in 2017, so plan to register 
if you can!  

 


